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Germany is selected to host IBISBA's Industrial Liaison Centre

On the 12th June 2026, IBISBA's Steering Committee selected Germany to host IBISBA's
Industrial Liaison Centre (ILC), one of IBISBA's competency centres. This decision
represents the outcome of a thorough evaluation process that was implemented with the
help of an expert panel.

The Industrial Liaison Centre at a glance

The Industrial Liaison Centre aims to generate long-term value by promoting the
capabilities of IBISBA-ERIC research facilities and highlighting their unique advantages
and added value for industrial users. It also plays a key role in identifying emerging trends,
new markets, and future development opportunities in industrial biotechnology.

To achieve these objectives, IBISBA-ERIC will establish a cooperative network of business
development experts by federating and leveraging the expertise already present within
its national nodes. Key responsibilities include building and managing this pan-European
network, developing and implementing a comprehensive business development strategy,
expanding the pipeline of international users in strategically relevant countries, and
identifying emerging user needs and opportunities.

The Industrial Liaison Centre will foster new forms of collaboration between IBISBA and
industry that go beyond traditional service provision, creating long-term strategic
partnerships. It will support the expansion of IBISBA's network by engaging new Member
States, Associated Countries and international partners, while reinforcing existing
collaborations with European strategic networks. The Centre will also diversify IBISBA's
engagement with industry, helping to identify new collaboration opportunities, emerging
user needs, and innovative pathways to accelerate biotechnology innovation.

Questioned about the importance of this milestone,
Christine Rasche, Head of Chemical and Biotechnological
Processes Division at Fraunhofer said:

“In the end, it’s always about people — which is why building a strong
IBISBA business developer network is key to successful collaborations.”
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Implementation of the Industrial Liaison Centre

The successful proposal, submitted by Fraunhofer IGB, aims to strengthen business
development collaboration across Europe by sharing best practices, tools, and customer
insights through a dedicated Business Development (BD) network. The ILC will accelerate
the adoption of breakthrough biotechnology solutions by reinforcing industrial
engagement and improving access to IBISBA infrastructure and services. Its activities will
include the establishment of a BD Club, enhanced stakeholder engagement, and
increased visibility and industrial relevance of IBISBA-ERIC.

With strong expertise in business development and an extensive industrial network, the
implementing partners bring significant in-kind contributions. The proposal also outlines a
detailed implementation plan, financial structure, and ecosystem of partners supporting
the roll-out of the Centre, which is expected to scale up rapidly following the official
launch of the IBISBA-ERIC. The Steering Committee members encourage Germany to
pursue their analysis and find complementarity with other national nodes in order to
ensure the success of the ILC.

About IBISBA - www.ibisba.eu

IBISBA is a pan-European research infrastructure dedicated to industrial biotechnology.
We bring together European expertise to provide academic and industrial researchers
worldwide with integrated services for all stages of bioprocess development projects.

7\ Included in the ESFRI roadmap since 2018, IBISBA's current ambition is
=4l rorpmap 2018 to acquire ERIC status and start operating as an autonomous legal
entity. To this end, IBISBA submitted its application to the European

Commission in March 2025.

Contact Management
management@ibisba.eu
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/ibisba/
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